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CHARACTERISTICS AND QUALITIES OF WATERCOLOUR PAINTING 
The transparent nature of watercolour washes and the range of subtle tones the artist can 
create means the watercolour medium can be used to show the magical effects of light 
and atmosphere.  
It takes a bit of time to get to grips with watercolour but each artist brings with them a 
particular approach and a unique style of their own.You will discover the effects that you 
like and which lend themselves to the type of work you want to create. Man in the Moon’s 
Information Sheets provide tips and ideas of how to paint but these tips are not rules they 
are only starting points. I offer only two pieces of advice to students at the outset. 

• Paint and experiment with the medium as much as you can. 
• Look at the work of other artists as often as you can to learn more about the 

medium and what it can do and also how to use it. 

MOOD AND ATMOSPHERE 
I love watercolour paint because its qualities allow the artist to create atmospheric effects 
and to put across the drama of light in the landscape. Below is painting of the beach near 
Formby called "Walking from Formby". The foreground of the picture uses colour mixing on 
the paper by blending small areas of wash to create textures and colours that describe the 
reflective qualities of the wet beach. The picture was planned from the outset to focus on 
the beach and its length.

"Low Sun on Otterspool" The emphasis of this painting 
is the strong light and drama of the sky with the trails of 
water vapour from aircraft left hanging, contrasting with 
darker clouds and strong sun. The focus of this painting 
is the sky where a range of wash techniques have been 
used to create the effects. 
Both of these pictures were planned at the outset and I 
had in my minds eye a good idea of the type of painting I 
wanted to create. 
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                            Copyright MAN IN THE MOON


